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In May of the present year, probably between three and four hundred 
young men graduated from the many theological seminaries scattered 
throughout the country. In 191 1 as many more, and so on, back for 
five years. Few men leaving a theological seminary go to fields of 
activity from which they receive large salaries. Many well-equipped 
men start with salaries far below the average in other professions. 
Naturally, the fields to which such men are called are frequently in small 
towns, and it is therefore inevitable that they are not within reach of 
good public library facilities. The student in the best seminaries learns 
to work with books. He has at his command everything which is help- 
ful in the way of reference books and books inspirational, both histori- 
cal and literary. Planted in a new, small, unprogressive field, without 
books and without contact with people who are interested in his own 
subject, what wonder is it that he frequently loses his vim, preaches dull, 
uninteresting, and superficial sermons, and sometimes settles down into 
habits which result in his becoming a mediocre preacher for life ? 

The American Institute of Sacred Literature has been working upon 
this problem of keeping the busy, perhaps isolated minister up to the 
best standard of efficiency for many years. Readers of the Biblical 
World are familiar with these plans, and need only to be made acquainted 
with new work for the coming year. Four subjects will be emphasized 
for professional reading courses in 191 2-13. Two of these will be con- 
ducted through the pages of the Biblical World. The first course, com- 
mencing in October, will treat the "Apostolic Age in the Light of Modern 
Scholarship." The full list of books and first reviews will appear in 
the October number of the Biblical World, and will continue through 
four months, ending with January. The second course will form an 
admirable succession with the first, its subject being " The Expansion of 
Christianity in the Twentieth Century." This course will be conducted 
by Professor Ernest D. Burton, of the University of Chicago. No phase 
of modern history is more interesting than the marvelous growth of 
Christianity in the present century both in territory and in effectiveness. 
Professor Burton is fresh from a personal investigation of conditions in 
oriental countries, and will bring to his survey not only all the books in 
this course, but much that will represent a personal contribution to the 
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subject. This course will appear in the Biblical World from February 
to June, leaving the summer months for a vacation period, as in the 
present year. 

In addition to the new courses, emphasis will also be placed upon the 
courses which were current in the Biblical World for 1911-12: "The 
Character of Jesus in the Light of Modern Scholarship," under the leader- 
ship of Professor S. J. Case; and "The Efficient Church," directed by 
Professor Shailer Mathews. The reviews which appeared in the Biblica 
World have been placed in permanent pamphlet form, and will be fur- 
nished to all members of the reading guild for fifty cents in addition to 
the regular membership fee, which is identical with a subscription to the 
Biblical World. This charge of fifty cents will be remitted in the case of 
those who use the loan libraries on this subject, paying therefor the 
fee of $3.50. Libraries were last year shipped to remote portions of 
Canada on the north, and as far south as the Gulf of Mexico; westward 
to California, and eastward to the Atlantic ocean. The attractiveness 
of the books is evidenced by the fact that few libraries were returned 
complete. The privilege of purchasing books after reading them tempted 
nearly every reader to keep for his own library a portion, if not all, of the 
books. It will be seen, therefore, that the plan is not only providing the 
highest type of professional reading-matter for the minister, but that 
the libraries of these men are being gradually built up and replenished 
with helpful books of permanent value. 

But the problem of his own intellectual and spiritual progress is 
not the only one which confronts the minister. Not only in churches 
in remote fields, but in every church, there is the necessity of leading at 
least portions of the congregation into better methods of biblical study 
and interpretation. Here, also, the Institute has been doing its work 
for many years. Its outline Bible study courses have reached literally 
hundreds of thousands. The secretary of the Institute, in traveling 
about the country, seldom finds a town, or even a church, where there 
is not some person who has come into personal touch with the Institute 
through one of these Bible courses. 

In the columns of the Biblical World will appear, commencing with 
October 1, special suggestions and helps for those leaders who desire 
to teach through the use of the outline courses, either the "Life of 
Christ," or that most interesting subject, the " Foreshadowings of the 
Christ." These are not newly prepared courses, but have already 
stood the test of years of use. They are thoroughly modern in spirit 
and in matter. The former was prepared by Professor Ernest D. Burton 
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and the latter represents the position which President William R. Harper 
took on the question of messianic prophecy, having been prepared by 
him some twelve years ago. It is a position, which, while not perhaps 
meeting fully the demands of the most advanced historical criticism in 
some details, appeals most acceptably to that large body of people 
which is just coming into possession of the historical spirit and method 
in Old Testament study. Full library references will accompany each 
series of suggestions, as well as lists of topics for discussion at class 
meetings. 

Many subscribers to the Biblical World would be glad, during the 
coming year, for special reasons to use the outline courses, for which 
suggestions for leaders appear in the Biblical World for 1911-12. These 
suggestions have been printed in pamphlet form, and a copy will be given 
free of charge to the leader of any club in either the " Social and Ethical 
Teaching of Jesus," by Professor Shailer Mathews, or the "Origin and 
Religious Teaching of the Old Testament Books," by Georgia L. 
Chamberlin. 

To any leader of a class, a copy of the course book which is chosen is 
sent free of charge upon receipt of his first class list. The fact will not 
be overlooked that the courses particularly mentioned in this announce- 
ment are not the only ones available through the American Institute. 
In addition to the professional reading courses herein named, there are 
fifteen upon other subjects, which can be secured upon application, and 
six other outline courses. Among the latter, those who read the pro- 
fessional course on the "Apostolic Age," may wish to use the outline 
study course on the "Founding of the Christian Church," since by using 
this course with a class, economy of time would be effected in the reading 
of reference books. Those who are intending to organize classes for 
Bible students or to apply for libraries in connection with the profes- 
sional reading courses should report as soon as convenient to the office of 
the Institute at the University of Chicago, with requests for literature 
to assist them in creating an interest in the work. 



